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ACCIDENT - Pilot took off from Roosevelt tn combina
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TINJURIES 7O PiLOT
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carburetor test & type instrument training Might,
at approx 0820R, After a nornal syuadron rendezvous |
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pilot detnched from flight witha wingmer for purpos: |

SPECIFIC CAUSES OF ACCIDENT
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of testing a newly installed carburstor.
20 min of %testing, plane was climbed to
& dived bask to low altitude. Varlous power setting:
were usod with mixture control in "rich" & "Normal®
position. All opsrations wapre completsly patis so
remainder of fligh% was devoted to type .nstrument
training at cruising power satt ngs. At approx 1015
squadron rendezvoused over ship to await lanuing.
After orbiting until approx 1050 at low cruise power
settings, flight leader requasted a fuel staute chec:e
from other members of flight., Average rsport was

During -app @
10,000* alt 8

1

appiox 300 pallonm. However all planes enxcept Bergm:
had taken off with 150 pals of exte=rnal fuel,
did not hear radio transmission requesting el che s}
& when his section leeder requestaed a chock visuallygd

DAMAGE DESCRIPTION & REMARKS

Bergman held up 3 fingers. Seoticn leadsr interpretad

this to mean 300 gials & reported this fast to flight|
leader. Almost immed after this check Barpmenks pland
was observod dropping out of fon1at§on. it this tima|
fEFIatIon Wwas Approx 3 to 5 miles astern of carrier

at 3500'. Bergman's section leade» followad him but
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was unable to contact him by radio. He wis observed
to lose altitude rapidly as he turned © tow1r4 ship
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lows

nto wind, 00" he Towared landing [Plaps E¥ait
1ok, opened canopy & exscuted a smooth ditohing
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Seotion leadsr obs wing’ditchim' estimbad that a/c

sank in approx 10-16 seconds. ¢

ANALYSIS - No apparent personnel errors wars unoove red

during investigation of x-dent that are considered

a contributory cause. Feilure of plyabls baffling ir

fuel cell is considerad a probable cause. In plane

now under investigation, 2 of 3 haffles were found

to be loosened from their fittings to extent of HOY

of lacinps. This loosening was accompl:sh 1 by chaf'ing

through of connecting laciag at various poinis &

failure of several of syelats #n baffle thru which
lascing is reaved. Since Erection & Maintenance Hanval
for AD-4 A/C has no indicktion of baffles being
installed in AD-4 main fuel cell, only rart aumber

12, Name stamped on cell iz thut of Firestone Rubber
Co of Calif, A RUIM is being submitted cn ,uis failure. @

#4151,

CONC & REC - Followxnr conclusi :s wers roached “y @

sep-ration of baffle from wall of f ‘uel cnllw& sub= .
sequent blanking off of fusl outlet to enrine by beffle.@
Uty UPEHAF BUBSLANEIatEd By pilote rancrt Ghal

fuel pressura did not drop to "gare" but indiocsted 8 psi
at time enpine cut out. 2. Seccnd possiltile cause wis

fuel exhaustion. However in view of results of
investigation of fuel quaniity gages in other sguadron
u/c. & normal fuel gonsumptfon of AD-4 it is felt

that this was not cause of x-dent, It it recommendud
thaty 1, Brection & Maintengnee Manual f'or KD a/e

be revisad to show presance of baffles vithin fuel

cell & also kanner in which they ars atiached to

wall of cell. 2, Fuel cell Lie inspectsd at first 240

hour check & every 120 hour check thereufter. This

can be accomplished by removing fuel cell outlet

fitting located on bottom of cell. 3. Menuf redesiin

fuel cell baffle system so that it will last service

1ife of a/c,

00 - Nine other a/c of this command were found with
Jefective fuel cell beffling. Those fue) oddls are being®
replaced &t earliest preacticable date.




